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1. What are the best points do you think on gradu
ated education in America?
<  Money. Professorssss.
<  They have a lot of money to attract top students
and professors from all over the world and support
them with internet access, instruments and labs.
American will not have good graduate, even un-
dergraduate, education without foreigners.
< If you wanna do more research, you can get more
information, and much more quickly in here.
< Good environments and easy. access to equipment
like numerous computers and lab instruments; fast
communications; huge amount of information; lat-
est publications and fast updates on courses, text-
books and references. You know what are hap-
pening in your research fields all the time.
< Good equipment, including numerous latest model
computers. Good professors and good courses.
Large library. Top level academic meetings is
hold in your department and world famous re-
searchers talk in the room next to your office. Al-
though I never went to such events. :)°
2. Is there good prospect for learning math. there?
What can one do after leaving school?
< Smart! You got to be very smart to learn math.
< I don't think so, unless you are very very good.
Transferring to other majors will be helpful, and

7 Email &, ) KREH.

3.

<

4.

<&

<>

<>

that is what a lot of Chinese Math PhDs are doing.
I'm not very sure about the prospect of math, not
Jjust in American, also in the world, even we all
know math is the basic science. You can find job
like teaching in universities, but if you wan do that,
you'd better go to a top school to get you Ph.D.
Well, people usually look for two kinds of jobs
after graduation: academic job (professors) or in-
dustrial job (go to companies). It's very hard to get
an industrial job for pure math Ph.D.'s. So the
competition in academic jobs is very intense. You
have to be at the very top to be able to find such a
faculty job. Even the positions of Postdoc are hard
to obtain.
Surely you can exceed in you are very smart are
and interested in math. After graduation seems
99% percent of available jobs for math PhDs are
academic jobs. The competitions are extensive
though. There are a lot of Chinese students
studying math in US now. For the average ones
among them, I would say finding a job related to
math is not easy.
What's your major there? Do you like it? For
what reason did you choose it?
I am on my way to get a Computer Science degree.
I don't really like it, but I have to compromise. We
are not as free as only doing things we like, both in
US and in China.
My major is computational biology now. It is a
new field, so far, I like it. Since it's more useful,
and the job market is not bad.
My major is EE. I like it although sometimes I
think engineering research is nonsense. ;) The
reason to choose it is obvious — easy to find a job.
The consumption level and crime rate of the
place where your school lies in? (high,
middle, low);
High—For consumption. Middle--For Crime Rate
(considering high population). — Berkeley
Purdue lies-in a small town of Indiana, an agricul-
tural state. It's pretty quiet with low consumption
level and crime rate. But it's not the lowest.
Crimes do happen now and then. Usually, if you
don't try to find trouble, trouble will nmot find
you. — Purdue
Both high. — Univ. of South California
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I live at - Ann Arbor; Michigan, & small university
town. Most people here have jobs related to uni-
versity. Theyare "well- educated. .Consumption
level - high.-Crime rate - very low; much better
than that in Beijing, actually. 1) .~ Michigan
How much do you spend in a year there? Is the
fellowship enough to pay it? If not, What te do?
It's really a difficult question because there is no
general answer. Math TAs here-are paid about
$1,100 permonth; and I think $900 per month is
enough. But I don't think we can save a lot of
money, because we want to be luxury some-
times. — Purdue )
It's sub to you But the TA( fellowship) is
enough. — Univ. of South California
My monthly rent for housing is about $350. About
< $100 for car insurance, maintenance and oil
And about-$250 for food (I cook for myself but
sometimes I'd go to restaurants). (By the -way, food
in USA is very cheap). My RA salary is about
$1300 a'month. And in'UM, the best thing is that
you don't rieed to pay a penny for health care if you
are a TA or RA, which is not the case in most
schools. So it's pretty enough and I can-still spend
money on clothing, entertainment, etc. —
Michigan
In general, at what age does a Chinese student
get marriage there?
Again, general age will not make sense to individ-
ual. Please don't consider marriage as a routine.
Love is much more important. ‘
1t's really a hard question. :) It depends. For exam-
ple, some of my friends had girlfriends in China
In order for them to be together, they have to get
married at an early age to get a F-2 visa. :) And for
those male students who were still single when
they came here, it's hard to find a girifriend here. :)
So in our engineering college, it's interesting to.ob-
serve that many Chinese students are already mar-
ried although they are only 25 years old, while
those in 30's are still single.
Is it easy to enter into the American society?
Hard.

8.

<&
&
<4

1t 1s hard to enter into American society, but I don't
like it anyway, and 1 think you 'will ‘agree with me
if you were here. We don't have to fit ourselves
into Americans, they:are not'as good as‘Chinese.
It's-very hard to enter the American society, the
culture difference istoo big:
in any country

I think it's the same

( B3y Wisconsin Madison SiB¥ETR)

Well, it's not easy. Of course youlll get along well
with many American colleagues. You may go to
bars with them, go to.the movies, have parties and
watch football or hockey together. But it's just so-
cial activities. In deep heart, it's hard to know what
they are thmkmg about. And both have difficulty
understmdmg each other in culture.

Do you feel the gap of the cultures to American?

{(very, some, little, no)j

. The gap is large.
Yes. But;yau don‘t need to worry too much in
school. I don't know what's the situation in general.
The gap is large. ~ Fortunately, you don't have to
totally adjust to the American culture.  As long as
you speak and understand English, and you obey
the most common social rules, you can live a
happy life in US with your Chinese culture.

Do American treat Chinese students with good

manner? (a. All of them do; b. Most...; ¢. Half...;
d. Some...;
Most.
Most of them are friendly with foreigns. But some

e. Few...)
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are rude to all the people.
~Mest: In schools: there's no problem. However,
although America is a ‘melting pot, Asian people
-and black people are too different to be melted. 1
believe many white people don't think Asian peo-

ple and black people are as good as them, although |

they never dare to say that publicly since theyll get
into trouble if they do so.

Most Americans treat Chinese students politely.
It 1s easy for a Chinese student and an native
American to get along with, but it is hard for them
to make good friends. The culture difference and
the language difficulty is there. It's like a soccer
fan do not have very much to say with a basketball
fan. The "social circles” of most Chinese stu-
- dents contain mamly Chinese.

10 Do you feel pressures? (very, some, little, no)

~ Are they from living, exams, studying,
researching, or other things?
Little.
I could feel some pressures coming from managing
my daily life and stadying Just do it, don't worry
too much. I feel busier than in China, but do leam
something.
Sometimes. Here vou are a foreigner. ‘You have to
think of your fu-
ture and plan eve-
rything  carefully
if you want to
remain here.
When to hunt for
job, when to es-
tablish your fam-
ily, when to buy a
house, etc. If you
wanna come back
home after getting a degree, then just enjoy your
time here. For studying and exams, don't worry
too much. Sometimes they are not easy, but it
doesri't matter much. For research, when your boss
is pushing or the project deadline is coming, then
pressure comes. But most time it's also OK.
However, one thing I want to say is that Chinese

students work much harder in US than they do in
I-don't know how to state them...

Yes, but I do not think the pressure 1 feel here is
more severe than the pressure I felt when I was in

BeiDa.

B : _Mathematics Graduated Schools(1996

ranking) — from US News

1. Harvard University 49
1. Massachusetts Institute of Technology 4.9
1. Princeton University ’ 49
1. University of California at B«keley 4.9
5. Stanford University 4.8
6. University of Chicago 4.7 -
6. Yale University 4.7
8. California Institute of Technology 45
9. New York University - 44
9. University of Michigan at Ann Arbor 44
11. Columbia University (N.Y.) 43
12. Comell University (N.Y.) 4.2
12. University of California at Los Angeles 42
12. University of Wisconsin at Madison 42
15. University of Minnesota at Twin Cities 4.1
16. Brown University (R.1.) 4.0
16. Rutgers at: New Brunswick (N.J.) 4.0

Austin

nia at San Diego

16. University of Texas at

4.0

19. SUNY at Stony Brook

3.9

19. University of Califo

3.9

19. University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign

3.9

19. University of Mary-

land at College Park 3.9

19. University of Pennsylvania

3.9

24. Northwestern University (1IL.) 38
24. Purdue University at West Lafayette (Ind.} 3.8
24. University of Washington 38

(#3%)
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EHAS: o m
I'M NOBODY! WHO ARE YOU?

I'm nobody! Who are you?
Are yvou nobody, too?
Then there's a pair of us - don't tell!
They'd banish us, you know.

How dreary to be somebody?
How public, like a frog.
To tell your name livelong day
to an admiring bog!
BHEFE AT AER—GELERAZF. REFHABHRFRE THRBRATRT L, HFizBah4,
AR CSR) B ET—HE, ANFERABEL,
V (B8 &)
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